Thou Art Mine


Me, We, God, You, We
1.  What do they need to know? Information.
2.  Why do they need to know? Motivation.
3.  What do they need to do? Application.
4.  Why do they need to do it? Inspiration.
5.  How can I help them remember?     
      Reiteration.
1.  Determine Your Goal.
2.  Pick a Point.
3.  Create a Map.
4.  Internalize the Message.
5.  Engage Your Audience.
6.  Find Your Voice.
7.  Start All Over.


Sunday Morning, February 9th, 2025 (GLC)

Isaiah 43:1,2 – “1But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and He that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art Mine. 2When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.” (KJV)  

· Today’s message is entitled, “Thou Art Mine.”

Endurance
 
· There are untold stories of thousands who have quit too early.
· There was a young gifted musician, who was raised in a Full Gospel Pentecostal Church; he set the world on fire with his unmatched guitar riffs, but sadly aspirated his own vomit and died of asphyxia while intoxicated with barbiturates at the young age of 27, his name, Jimi Hendrix.
· There was a young beautiful actress, who was dedicated to God as a child by the great church leader, Aimee McPherson and was raised in the famous Foursquare Church, the Los Angeles Temple, but sadly overdosed on barbiturates at the age of 36, her name, Marilyn Monroe.
· There was another young gifted singer, who brought the bluesy Texas southern rock style voice to millions of young people, as a child attended the Church of Christ, then as a teenager, she and her mother attended a Pentecostal Church, but sadly overdosed on heroin at the young age of 27, her name, Janis Joplin. 
· These are only a few stories of celebrities who died too young; who started out in church, but tragically succumbed to the temptation of this world.
· The hard truth is there are thousands upon thousands of everyday people who succumb to the pressures of life and the temptation of this world.
· In almost every leadership book, there will always be a section on endurance.
· The sad reality is today’s culture embraces endurance in only a temporal context, where God embraces endurance in both temporal and an eternal context.
· As of right this minute, all we truly own is our soul.
· Matthew 24:13 states, “13But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.” (KJV) 
· 2 Timothy 2:3 states, “3Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” (KJV)
· What would happen if the church stopped fighting?
· What would happen if the church stopped having corporate services?
· What would happen if the church stopped praying?
· What would happen if the church stopped believing? 
· Romans 3:3,4 states, “3For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? 4God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged.” (KJV)
· In other words, “What then, if some did not believe? If some church goers has abused their privileges, has stopped fighting, has stopped attending services, has stopped praying, and acted contrary to their obligations and faithfulness; shall their wickedness hinder the PROMISE which God made to Abraham, that He would, by an everlasting covenant, be a God to him and to his seed after Him?”
· “Shall God, therefore, by stripping the faithful few of their peculiar honor, falsify His own promise to the Church, because some of the people are unfaithful?”
· It is a dangerous thing to retreat when God is calling you to advance! 
· There are six common factors that compromise the integrity of the church:
· #1.  When leaders stop learning and growing in the Word of God.
· #2.  When character weakness is not seen as a threat anymore.
· #3.  When believers stop living according to their convictions.
· #4.  When the church settles for short term results.
· #5.  When believers forget their purpose of why God put them there.
· #6.  When the church leaders stop praying.
· Contentment is a killer.
· Smith Wigglesworth wrote, “Great faith is the product of great fights.  Great testimonies are the outcome of great tests.  Great triumphs can only come out of great trials.” 
· We must have faith of fear!
· Life Point: The battles are intense because the victories are immense. 

Scripture Reference: Thou Art Mine

· Isaiah 43:1,2 stated, “1But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and He that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art Mine. 2When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.” (KJV)  
· Life Point: The battles are intense because the victories are immense. 
· So often our perspective on life becomes diluted with negativity, simply because of the sour situations we are facing at the moment.
· Tomorrow it will be three years; 36 months; 156 weeks; 1,095 days; 26,280 hours; 1.577 million minutes; 94.61 million seconds; that I have had to deal with Disembarkment Syndrome, the worst type of vertigo known to man.
· What I have realized is the worst part of this disease has not been the panic attacks, nor has it been the swaying, nor the headaches, the ER’s, or the hospital stays; the worst part of this disease is the feeling of abandonment.
· There are times that I have felt abandoned by the organization, by the church, by family, by friends, by physicians, and by God. 
· But, I have also grown closer to God, I have grown closer to my beautiful wife, to my children, and to my calling and purpose.
· My perspective has changed.  I see the hurting in a new and fresh lens.  I’ve become more sensitive to the suicidal, more dedicated to the distraught, more loving to the un-loveable, and more merciful to those who don’t deserve it.
· Yes, I still have my moments of anger, frustration, and fear; my battles are still intense…but my victories are IMMENSE!
· Someone always asks, “How do you do it?”
· My answer in a nutshell is simply this: “I am His”! 
· When you as a believer realize that you are God’s, your perspective changes!
· The Creator, Innovator, Inventor, and Orchestrator of ALL things says, “Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art Mine.”

Application

· So, how do I apply this to my life?  So, what…now what?
· How do I go from auditing this message to applying it?
· How do I go from description to prescription?
· How can I make this message, “Thou Art Mine”, count for life?
· The best way to make true and pure application of this message is to know the benefits of being God’s child.
· Isaiah 43:2 stated, “2When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.”  
· Life Point: The battles are intense because the victories are immense. 
· On Friday morning, I called my father in law to share with him that I was praying for him.  He has Covid and some other stuff going on.  I shared with him out of Isaiah 43 and encouraged him.  Immediately he quoted Isaiah 54.  Isn’t amazing how God can use a simple phone call to bring healing and encouragement.
· Isaiah 54:11-17 states, “11O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, behold, I will lay thy stones with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with sapphires. 12And I will make thy windows of agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant stones. 13And all thy children shall be taught of the LORD; and great shall be the peace of thy children. 14In righteousness shalt thou be established: thou shalt be far from oppression; for thou shalt not fear: and from terror; for it shall not come near thee. 15Behold, they shall surely gather together, but not by Me: whosoever shall gather together against thee shall fall for thy sake. 16Behold, I have created the smith that bloweth the coals in the fire, and that bringeth forth an instrument for his work; and I have created the waster to destroy. 17No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of Me, saith the LORD.” (KJV) 
· Life is not about being a successful entrepreneur, or having tons of money, or even having a vast following; it is about your soul.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Smith Wigglesworth wrote, “Great faith is the product of great fights.  Great testimonies are the outcome of great tests.  Great triumphs can only come out of great trials.” 
· We must have faith over fear and endure the times that are upon us.
· The fires and floods will come, but we’re promised that God is with us!
· What if we all determined to endure? How would that affect you, your family, your job, the church, and the community?
· Aaronic Kohanim Blessing
